15  vears  °f  service  to  numismatics 


NI 

BULLETIN 


M MISM  \TICS  INTK  K \CI  I OvT"] 


Volume  14  Number  6 Price  ....  One  Dollar 

ISSN:  0197-3088 

\ 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS  

FEATORES 

Sethupati , by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 169 

The  Demise  of  the  Very  Popular  Venezuelan  5 Bolivar  Note, 

by  Harold  A.  Rodriguez 181 

The  Legend  of  Till  Eulenspiegel,  by  Alexander  Milioh 179 

DEPARTMENTS 

Book  Reviews 188 

Contents  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection  191 

IDENTIFICATION,  Please?  166 

Member  Notice  Page 192 

New  Issues 167 

INSIDE  N.I. 

Back  Issues 164 

Call  for  Nomination  of  Officers  for  1981-1982  164 

Donations  Report  163 

Editor's  Comer 164 

Financial  Statements  for  Year  Ending  December  31,  1979  165 

Librarian's  Report  163 

Membership  Chairman's  Report  163 


OTHER  ITEMS 

Additional  Notes  Complementing  "German  Colonies  on  Notgeld", 


by  David  Lott 168 

An  Unlisted  Variety  of  the  1803  24  Stivers  of  Ceylon, 

by  Robert  Stocking 178 

British-Irish  Medal  Catalogue  Reprinted  166 

But  le  rage 177 

Recent  Indian  Numismatic  Publications,  by  David  Briggs  185 

The  January  & February  Spink's  Numismatic  Circular  177 

"The  Maf eking  Siege  Banknotes"  - Revisited,  by  David  Lott  184 

The  Remarkable  Coins  of  Tipu  Sultan,  by  David  Briggs 183 

1980  Coins  of  The  Netherlands,  by  Peter  Kraneveld  186 


Copyrighted  by  Numismatics  International,RQ.Box  30013 . Dallas  .Texas  , USA 


JUNE  1980 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 


CARL  YOUNG 

Chairman  <5  Past-President 

CHARLES  MUCHMORE,  JR.  DON  DOUGLAS 

President  Vice-President 

WALTER  LEONARD  ELMORE  B.  SCOTT 

Secretary  Treasurer  & Past-President 

C.  C.  ANDREWS  WILLIAM  C.  BRADY  PHILIP  L.  LAURENCE 

At-Large  Director  At-Large  Director  At-Large  Director 

WILLIAM  E.  BENSON  KARY  T.  EDWARDS 

MARVIN  L.  FRALEY  JACK  E.  LEWIS 

ROSS  SCHRAEDER  JOHN  E.  VANDIGRIFF 

Past-Presidents 


APPOINTED  STAFF 


Curator,  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 
Philip  L.  Lawrence 

Editor,  NI  BULLETIN 
Marvin  L.  Fraley 
2813  - 57th  St. 

Lubbock,  TX  79413 

Index  Compiler  , NI  BULLETIN 
Sydney  W.  Beaney 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

Librarian,  NI  LIBRARY 
Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

30  Pleasant  St. 

Colebrook  , N.H.  03576 


Mail  Bid  Sales 
Carl  Young 
P.  0.  Box  1836 
Dallas  , TX  75221 

Membership  Chairman 
Ross  Schraeder 

NI  Publications  Chairman 
John  E.  Vandigriff 

Photographer  , NI  BULLETIN 
Colin  Tuttle 

6001  N.  Brookline,  Apt.  513 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla . 73112 

Program  Chairman 
Don  Douglas 


Publicity  Chairman 

Charles  Muchmore,  Jr. 


Correspondence  should  be  directed  to  those  persons  and  addresses  above 
for  departments  indicated.  All  other  correspondence  should  be  mailed 
direct  to  NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL,  P.  0.  BOX  30013,  DALLAS,  TX  75230. 


PUBLICATION  DEADLINE:  The  Friday  following  the  first  Wednesday  of  each 
month  is  the  deadline  for  submitting  material  for  the  following  month's 
issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 


MEMBERSHIP  FEE:  Individual  & Club  Membership  - $10.00  Annually. 

Junior  Membership  (18  years  of  age  and  under)  - $7.00  Annually. 

Senior  Membership  (70  years  of  age  and  over)  - $7.00  Annually. 

Write  to  NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL,  P.  0.  BOX  30013,  DALLAS,  TX  75230, 
USA  for  information  concerning  membership  in  NI . 


162 


INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 

June  1980  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objection  are  received  by  August 
1,  1980,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

(MT  = Mail  Trader) 

1599- MT  Ken  Forbes  (F.R.N.S.) 

(Dealer  in  World  Coins  & Canadian) 

1600- MT  Enrico  Tessaro  , Via  Achelao  di  Mileto,  30,  Roma  Casalpalocco , 

Italy  00124  — (World  Types  except  Gold) 

1601- MT  Leo  Mix,  Box  825,  Palatine,  111.  60067 

(World  Types  by  Date) 

1602  James  D.  Hibbert , Box  E,  Garberville,  Calif.  95440 
(Seated  Liberty  & Bust  Dimes) 

1603- MT  Paul  Joseph  Tannous , 1313  Bentwood  Road,  Austin,  TX  78722 

(Dealer  in  Ancient  Roman  & Greek  Coins) 

1604- MT  David  M.  McLane,  P.  0.  Box  4264,  Manchester,  N.H.  03108 

(Victorian  & Edward  VII  Coinage,  U.S.S.R.  since  1921) 


Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership: 

LM-19  (1336)  Fred  Schwan , Box  157,  Portage,  Ohio  43451 

(Military  Paper  & Items) 

***** 

DONATIONS  REPORT : We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  re- 

ceived since  the  last  report  i 

Donation  and 

Name  Stated  Value  Preference  of  Use 

DIRACCLES , James  C.  $15.00  Cash  HI  Library  Fund 

FRALEY,  Marvin  L.  New  1979  edition  of  ENCY-  Editor,  El  BULLETIN 

CLOPEDIA  BRITT  AN ICA  & stand 
(677.78) 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  to  Rev.  I.  C.  G.  Campbell  for  the  following 
donation: 

MACD0WALL,  DAVID  W.  The  Western  Coinages  of  Nero.  Pub.  1979,  356pp, 
w/plates.  ANS  Numismatics  Notes  & Monographs  No.  161. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Francis  B. 
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Shea,  Librarian  of  the  Missouri  Numismatic  Society  for  the  exchange  of 
several  magazines  and  books  for  our  shelves  in  return  for  some  of  our 
excess  to  theirs.  Thanks  also  to  Darrel  J.  Doll  for  his  donations  of 
magazines  and  pricelists  from  foreign  dealers. 


III.  It  is  the  Library’s  understanding  that  the  nine  volume  Munz- 
studien  (Leipzig,  1857-1877,  edited  by  Hermann  Grote)  has  been  re- 
printed. As  this  is  very  strong  on  Germany  and  on  the  Middle  Ages  we 
would  appreciate  a set  if  anyone  has,  or  can  get  one,  to  part  with. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  NI  Librarian 
***** 


CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS  FOR  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  1981-1982  TERM  OF  OFFICE 


As  required  by  Article  IV,  Section  1.  a.  of  the  By-Laws,  we  are  issuing 
a call  for  nominations  for  the  offices  of  President,  Vice-President, 
Secretary,  Treasurer  and  TWO  At-Large  Directors  to  serve  for  the  calen- 
dar years  of  1981  and  1982. 

All  nominations  must  be  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  and  will  be  ac- 
cepted throughout  the  month  of  August,  1980. 

The  Secretary  will  contact  all  nominees  to  secure  their  acceptance  and 
ascertain  that  they  will  agree  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  office 
for  which  they  have  been  nominated.  ^ 

Ballots  will  be  mailed  to  the  membership  in  October , 1980  and  shall  be 
returned  and  tabulated  as  directed  by  the  Board  of  Governors. 

***** 


EDITOR'S  CORNER 


No,  there  is  not  an  unknown  country  in  the  Middle  East  known  as  Heja! 

The  article  "Hejaz  Railway  Commemoration  Medals... and  a related  Firman" 
appearing  in  the  May  1980  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  (ppl38-141)  came  out 
in  final  print  with  the  first  word  of  the  title  heading  reading  'HEJA". 


We  apologize  for  this  error  as  it  was  caused  by  one  of  the  letters 
separating  from  the  finish  copy.  We  use  press-apply  transfer  letters 
to  make  up  headings,  titles,  etc.  and  apparently  the  letter  "Z"  dropped 
off  sometime  between  the  mailing  of  the  copy  to  Dallas  and  arriving 
at  the  printer.  Sorry  for  any  confusion  that  might  have  resulted  from 
this  regrettable  error. 


BACK  ISSUES 


***** 


Last  month's  issue  carried  a listing  of  back  issues  of  the  NI  BULLETIN 
still  available.  Now  that  you  will  have  received  your  copy  of  the 
1970-1979  Index,  it  would  be  a good  time  to  fill  in  your  numismatic 
library  of  any  issues  pertaining  to  your  interest. 


164 


NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL 


INCOME  STATEMENT 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1979 
(Unaudited) 

GENERAL  FUND 


REVENUES : 

Dues 

$5618 

Donations  (Cash) 

1995 

Sale  of  Books  (other  than  NI  Publications) 

$ 80 

Less  Cost  of  Sales 

48 

32 

Sales  of  NI  Binders 

95 

Less  Cost  of  Sales 

48 

47 

Mail  Bid  Commissions 

508 

Less  Direct  Costs 

209 

299 

Back  Issue  Sales  (NI  BULLETIN) 

87 

Interest 

22 

TOTAL  REVENUE 

$8100 

EXPENSES: 

NI  BULLETIN  - Printing 

$3468 

- Postage  & Envelopes 

1134 

- Editor's  Expense 

467 

- Depreciation  of  Equipment 

81 

$5150 

Membership  Renewal  & Recruiting 

375 

Programs  & Meetings 

175 

General  Operating  & Administrative 

179 

TOTAL  EXPENSES 

$5879 

NET  OPERATING  INCOME 

$2221 

NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL 
BALANCE  SHEET 


As  of  December  31,  1979 
(Unaudited) 


ASSETS 

LIABILITY  & EQUITY 

Cash 

$5997 

Accounts  Payable 

$ 119 

Accounts  Receivable  (less 

Due  to  Other  Funds: 

allowance  for  doubtful 

Reference  Collection 

169 

accounts  of  $42.) 

786 

Publication  Fund 

991 

Due  from  Other  Funds: 

Life  Membership 

268 

NI  Library 

463 

Sales  Tax  Payable 

22 

N.I.C.E. 

150 

Prepaid  1980  Dues 

49  32 
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Memorial  Fund 

$ 9 

Prepaid 

1981-84  Dues 

$ 74 

Inventory 

935 

Prepaid  Expenses 

527 

TOTAL 

LIABILITIES 

$6575 

Equipment  (net  of  $250 

reserve  for  accumulated 

depreciation) 

563 

FUND  : 

BALANCE 

$2855 

)TAL  ASSETS 

$9430 

TOTAL 

LIABILITIES  & EQUITY$9430 

it’k’k’k'k-k'k-k'k^'k-k'k-k-k^'k'k^'k’k'k'k'k^^ ******************************************* 
IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 

Medal  identified  from  the  April  1980  issue 

The  No.  1 item  in  the  April  1980  issue  column  ''IDENTIFICATION , Please" 
is  a ribbonless  miniature  (for  wear  on  dress  uniforms)  of  the  World  War 
I Victory  Medal  awarded  to  participants.  Each  ally  had  one,  except 
Japan,  with  the  winged  victory  and  a phrase  in  the  appropriate  language. 
Rev.  Campbell's  medal  is  the  British  version.  Can't  help  with  No.  2. 

Maj . Joseph  E.  Boling 
Indianapolis  , Indiana 


The  first  item  described  in  your  "IDENTIFICATION,  Please"  note  in  the 
April  NI  BULLETIN  is  a miniature  of  the  British  Victory  Medal  issued 
prolifically  at  the  end  of  World  War  I.  Those  who  received  the  medal 
could  wear  a miniature  version  of  it  under  certain  dress  conditions. 

I enclose  a copy  of  the  sections  of  Taprell  Dorling's  book  describing 
the  medal  as  well  as  the  custom  of  the  miniature . As  you  will  see, 
your  question  "To  whom  was  it  given"  does  not  involve  a simple  answer! 
These  medals  and  their  miniatures  are  encountered  fairly  frequently 
in  the  bazaars  in  Indian  and  Pakistani  cities. 

I have  nothing  on  your  second  item,  although  it  appears  to  be  a non- 
official rifle  club  award  medal. 


David  G.  Briggs 
Meredith  , New  Hampshire 

(Ed:  Rev.  Campbell  would  gladly  xerox  the  more  detailed  information 

for  anyone  interested  but  you  should  enclose  sufficient  monies  to  cover 
cost  of  xeroxes  and  postage.) 

*********************************************************************** 
BRITISH- IRISH  MEDAL  CATALOGUE  REPRINTED 


Although  it  it  much  too  costly  for  the  average  collector,  medal  col- 
lcctors  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Seaby  s (London)  has  reprinted  the 
British  Museum's  MedalUc  Illustrations  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
to  1760.  It  is  in  one  volume  and  priced  at  £100  plus  £5  postage. 

The  original  work  was  published  in  London  in  1904/11  in  19  parts  with 
183  plates  and  258  pages  of  text.  It  is  the  standard  work  for  British 
commemorative  medals. 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  coin  listings  published 
here  are  supplied  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc., 
Whitman  Coin  Products,  Racine,  Wise.  U.S.A.  No  further  use  of  these 
numbers  in  any  other  publication  is  authorized.) 

* Collectors'  Coins 

AFGHANISTAN 

Y109  25  Pul  1357  (1978)  , Aluminum-Bronze  (19mm) 


Y110 

Yin 

50  Pul  1357  (1978),  Aluminum-Bronze  (21mm) 
5 Afghani  1357  (1978),  Cupro-Nickel  (27mm) 

AUSTRIA 
* Y161 

500  Schilling  1980,  .640  Silver,  Millenium  City  of  Steyr 

CUBA 
* Y36 

20  Pesos  1979,  .925  Silver  (38mm),  Non-Aligned  Nations  Conference 

* Y37  100  Pesos  1979,  .917  Gold  (26mm) , Non-Aligned  Nations  Conference 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

* Y115  100  Korun  1980,  .700  Silver  (33mm) 


650th  Anniversary  Birth  of  Peter  Parler 

DENMARK 

Y83 

10  Kroner  1979 , Cupro-Nickel  (28mm) 

INDONESIA 

Y26  5 Rupiah  1979,  Aluminum  (23mm),  4th  FAO  Coinage 


Y27 

10  Rupiah  1979,  Aluminum  (25mm),  4th  FAO  Coinage 

IRAN 

Y167 

Y168 

10  Rials  1358  (1979),  Cupro-Nickel  (28.1mm) 
First  Anniversary  of  Revolution 
20  Rials  1358  (1979)  , Cupro-Nickel  (31mm) 

1400th  Anniversary  Mohammed's  Flight 

ISLE  OF  MAN 

* Y46  25  Pence  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (38.6mm),  80th  Birthday  Queen  Mother 


* Y46a 

* Y46b 

25  Pence  1980,  Silver  (38.6mm),  80th  Birthday  Queen  Mother 
25  Pence  1980,  Gold  (22.1mm),  80th  Birthday  Queen  Mother 

ITALY 

Y116 

200  Lire  1980,  Aluminum-Bronze  (24mm),  FAO/IWY  Coinage 

MALDIVES 
Y17 
* Y18 

10  Rupees  1979,  Cupro-Nickel  (19mm)  , Third  FAO  Coinage 
100  Rupees  1979,  .800  Silver  (28.3mm),  Third  FAO  Coinage 
(Note:  5 & 25  Rupees  FAO  Coinage  listed  in  the  March  issue 

were  assigned  these  same  numbers  , so  we  assume  a correction 
will  be  made  by  the  next  report.) 

NEPAL 
* Y127 

1000  Rupees  SE  2036  (1979),  .500  Gold  (27.5mm) 
5th  Anniversary  of  Coronation 

TURKEY 

Y187 

Y187a 

1 Kurus  1979,  Bronze  (14mm),  1979  FAO  Coinage 
1 Kurus  1979  , Aluminum  (14mm) , 1979  FAO  Coinage 
(The  balance  of  the  1979  FAO  issue  is  renumbered  as  follows 
from  earlier  reports): 

(Continued  on  page  180  ) 
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ADDITIONAL  NOTES  COMPLEMENTING  ''GERMAN  COLONIES  ON  NOTGELD" 


Here  are  pictures  of  three  German  notgeld  notes  commemorating  their 
lost  African  colonies.  These  complement  the  ones  pictured  in  the 
September  & October  issues  (NI  BULLETIN,  Sept.  1979,  pp2£2-288  and 
Oct.  1979,  pp306-312) . I believe  there  were  printed  in  Mecklinberg 
in  1922. 


GERMANY  (MECKLINBERG)  1922.  Commemorating  the  lost  German  colonies  of 
Africa  (Togoland , Cameroons  & Southwest  Africa  [Numibia]). 

David  Lott,  Ganges,  B.C.  Canada 
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SETHUPATI 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Weeping  Water,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 


Except  for  Mysore,  the  coinage  of  South  India  is  not  well  known.  Most 
of  the  literature  on  it  is  scattered  through  innumerable  periodicals, 
and  is  sketchy  at  that.  Anything  that  throws  some  light  on  this  diffi- 
cult field,  or  is  available  to  modern  numismatic  literature  is  thus  of 
va lue . 

While  at  the  Ashmolean  Museum  in  1978,  Mrs.  Helen  Brown,  who  has  charge 
of  the  Indian  cabinet  , showed  me  a small  offprint  of  1890  on  the  Sethu- 
pati  coins  by  the  Rev.  James  E.  Tracy,  a missionary  in  Tirumangalam. 

It  was  with  the  de  Shortt  collection  of  Indian  coins  inherited  by  the 
museum  recently. 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  his  article  with  some  of  my  own  notes. 

The  illustrations  were  a lithoprint  by  Alec  Barren  and  the  artist  was 
R.  H.  C.  T(ufnell).  The  Tamil  script  was  done  for  me  by  Marti  Haack  of 
the  University  of  Nebraska.  Mr.  Charles  Panish  kindly  answered  some 
questions  about  possible  Sethupati  coins  in  the  American  Numismatic 
Society's  coin  cabinet.  I am  printing  his  response  in  full  at  the  con- 
clusion of  my  summary  of  Tracy's  article  and  his  notes.  I have  no  doubt 
his  suggestions  are  correct. 

I hesitated  a while  to  let  the  summary  stand.  However,  I have  decided 
to  do  so  since  in  this  way  the  summary  statements  stand  corrected  in 
such  a way  that  there  can  be  no  future  confusion  or  misunderstanding, 
i.e.  statement  and  correction  in  print  in  the  same  place,  not  to  mention 
the  illustrations.  I suspect  this  may  also  be  of  value  in  relations  to 
Singalese  coins  themselves. 


Sethupati  coins  are  not  common,  though  it  is  possible  there  are  many 
scattered  around  in  collections  of  Indian  coins  in  the  West,  as  yet 
unidentified.  As  a result  the  name  is  an  unfamiliar  one.  The  Sethu- 
pati line  (from  the  name  on  their  coins)  was  the  Marava  dynasty  of 
Ramnad.  It  was  one  of  the  small  principalities  in  the  south  which 
came  to  a limited  power,  and  which  issued  coins,  on  the  breakup  of 
the  Vijayanagar  Empire. 

The  name  came  from  the  Tamil  "SETU''  (Fig.  a.),  the 
bridge  (passage)  connecting  Ceylon  with  mainland 
India.  The  relationship  of  the  Sethupati  coins  to 
those  of  the  Cholas  on  the  mainland  and  the  Lankes- 
wara  coins  of  Ceylon  is  at  once  obvious.  The  coins 
of  Ceylon,  the  Setu  and  Raja  Raja  coins  were  dealt 
with  by  T.  W.  Rhys  Davis  in  the  last  century.  His 
by  Obol  International  in  1975.  (Also  see  Charles 

suggestions  about  the  origins  of  the  family  and  one 


work  was  reprinted 
Panish  comments.) 

Tracy  give  various 
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such  bases  its  supposition  on  Sinhalese  records.  By  this  the  family 
had  its  origin  in  the  appointment  of  Parakrama  Bahu's  (of  Ceylon)  gen- 
eral Lankpura  who  conquered  Pandya  and  remained  a while  at  Ramespuram 
where  he  issued  "kahapanas".  Historically  the  family  would  seem  to 
have  made  its  appearance  in  the  12th  century.  There  are  in  existence 
inscriptions  which  show  a series  of  grants  made  by  Sethupati  princes 
in  1414,  1489,  1500  and  1540. 

In  1604,  according  to  Sewell  in  his  sketch  of  the  Dynasties  of  S.  India 
the  family  was  reestablished,  after  having  fallen  on  bad  times.  Also 
that  it  struck  coins.  It  is  a characteristic  of  most  dynasties,  every- 
where, to  claim  an  ancient  origin  (to  confer  greater  legitimacy).  How- 
ever, as  Ramespuram  was  a resort  for  pilgrims  every  year  for  centuries, 
it  undoubtedly  had  to  have  a strong  ruler  to  make  this  possible. 

The  shrine  is  an  ancient  one,  famous  before  the  Cholas  and  Sinhalese, 
even  so  there  seems  nothing  in  local  tradition  to  link  the  shrine 
specifically  with  the  Sethupati. 

Tracy  divided  the  coins  into  two  series,  an  earlier  and  a later  one. 

The  earlier  coins  are  larger  and  correspond  in  weight  to  the  well  known 
Sinhalese  coins,  with  which  they  are  sometimes  found.  Rhys  David  sug- 
gested these  may  have  been  the  ones  struck  by  Lankapura.  There  seem 
to  have  been  two  sizes,  roughly  corresponding  to  one  massa  and  a half 
massa.  They  are  in  bronze  or  copper.  Tracy  knew  of  no  other  metal. 
Should  anyone  have  knowledge  of  a gold  or  silver  type,  the  information 
would  be  valuabe. 

As  is  the  general  case  with  Indian  coins  which  follows  an  earlier,  or 
traditional  design,  the  later  series  consists  of  uniformly  small  coins, 
crude  in  device  and  execution.  The  one  side  (reverse?)  always  has  Setu 
(Fig.  a.).  On  the  other  may  be  a variety  of  designs  whose  meaning  is 
a matter  of  conjecture.  Tufnell  had  some  coins  similar  in  design  and 
weight  which  had  Setu  in  Nagari  on  the  reverse  , a god  (Kanuman  or  a 
Garuda)  on  the  other  (obverse).  However  in  character  and  weight,  60 
grains,  38  grains,  these  were  more  like  the  earlier  Setu  series.  Tracy 
suggested  that  this  latter  (because  of  its  likeness  to  the  earlier 
Sinhalese  one)  was  in  use  in  the  11th  or  12th  century  A.D.  The  problem 
is  as  to  when  the  later  series  was  in  use?  He  suggested  it  may  have 
been  in  the  time  of  confusion  and  decline  before  the  Sinhalese 
re-ascendency  in  Ceylon,  when  intercourse  between  the  island  and  the 
mainland  had  been  cut  off.  At  such  a time  trade  would  be  insecure 
and  coinage  crude. 

Tracy  also  had  reference  to  a small  dumpy  coin,  common  and  often  found 
with  Sethupati  coins.  The  legend  was  said  to  read  "Sri  Tondaman",  a 
family  said  to  have  been  important  in  Sethupati  times.  However,  he  did 
not  illustrate  or  give  it  a reference.  He  also  mentioned  another  dumpy 
coin  with  a Garuda  and  Siva  emblems  on  the  obverse  while  the  reverse 
reads  "Vira  Bahu"  in  Grantha  letters. 

The  earliest  referece  to  Sethupati  coins  was  by  Prinsep,  a large  bull, 
(Nanda).  (See  illustrations  at  top  of  following  page.)  It  was  not 
uncommonly  found  in  north  Ceylon  and  South  India.  Rhys  Davids  showed 
the  two  Nanda  coins  in  the  Coins  of  Ceylon  book. 
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Prinsep  13  Prinsep  14 


Prinsep' s figures  13  and  14  above  are  the  drawings  to  which  Mr.  Tracy 
had  reference.  The  obverse  shows  a standing  figure  with  a war  club  in 
one  hand  and  a flower  in  the  raised  hand,  with  a lamp  below  this  hand. 
The  inscription  SETU  appears  on  the  reverse  below  the  Nanda  (bull) . 
"Nanda"  (the  sacred  bull)  is  associated  with  Siva  - hence  a suggested 
change  of  worship. 


here . 


Prinsep  12 


From  these  coins  he  drew  certai 


Prinsep  explains  that  the 
script  on  figure  12  (obverse) 
is  the  same  as  figures  13 
and  14  but  that  it  has  to  be 
read  sideways. 

Tracy  listed  a total  of  25 
coins,  however  he  illustrated 
only  17  of  them  which  are  shown 
conclusions . 


1. 


The  limited  number  and  variety  of  coins  indicated  a short 
period  of  law  and  order  for  commerce. 


2.  During  the  period  of  the  two  series,  the  religious  prefer- 
ence of  the  Sethupati  was  Siva  worship,  i.e.  bull,  trident, 
lingam,  tulsi  and  peacock,  whereas  the  far  more  important 
shrine  at  Ramespuran  is  that  of  Vishnu. 

3.  In  Tracy's  time  Sethupati  coins  were  found  as  far  north  as 
Tanjore;  in  quantity  in  and  around  Madura;  some  in  Tinne- 
velly;  then  as  far  south  as  Tuticorin  and  old  Kayal.  Those 
areas  would  suggest  the  limits  of  Marava  power  at  its 
height . 


Description  of  the  Coins 

The  first  eight  numbers  belong  to  the  earlier  series. 


No.  1 — Copper.  Weight  57  grs. 
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Obverse:  The  sitting  Ceylon  figure  to  right  with  the  Tamil 

letters  SETU  (see  Fig.  a.)  below  the  arms. 

Reverse:  The  standing  figure,  face  to  right,  with  a recumbent 

bull  on  the  right  and  tall  lamp  on  the  left  of  the 
figure . 

This  coin  is  a clear  imitation  of  the  "lion  coin  of  Parakrama" 
figured  by  Rhys  Davids, 1 the  Tamil  letters  of  the  obverse  being 
the  same  relative  position  as  the  legend  on  the  Sinhalese  coin, 
just  as  the  bull  on  the  reverse  replaces  the  lion  of  the  coin  of 
Parakrama.  This  similarity  confirms  the  supposition  made  by 
Rhys  Davids  that  the  coins  of  the  earlier  series  were  first 
struck  by  Lankapura,  the  general  of  Parkrama,  who  in  1153  re- 
sided for  some  time  on  the  Island  of  Ramespuram. 

No.  2 — Copper.  Weight  34  grs. 

Obverse:  As  No.  1. 

Reverse:  Same  as  reverse  of  No.  1 except  that  the  bull  has  been 

replaced  by  five  dots  to  the  right  of  the  figure.  The 
dots,  sometimes  take  the  form  of  circles  with  a central 
dot  in  each.  They  are  found,  in  the  same  position  and 
number,  on  all  the  South  Indian  coins,  which  show  the 
standing  figure  and  their  significance  has  been  a 
matter  of  much  conjecture.  The  five,  in  symbolism, 
may  refer  to  Indra  who  was  the  regent  of  that  number 
of  the  eight  points  of  the  compass,  and  may  be  used  to 
indicate  that  the  country  lay  to  the  eastward;  or  the 
five  may  refer  to  the  five  regions  which  were  allied 
to  one  another  as  the  parts  of  Dravida  , and  in  which 
these  coins  were  current,  viz.,  Chola,  Pandya,  Sethu- 
pati , Lanka  and  Malayalam,  or  the  five  may  refer  to  the 
five  known  products  of  the  hill  country  (see  Fig.  b.), 

ix>%^Qurr(g(ig&r 

Fig.  b. 


allusion  thus  being  made  to  the  hilly  nature  of  Ceylon, 
just  as  the  lamp,  also  used  on  all  these  coins,  is  an 
emblem  for  brightness  and  therefore  stands  for  Lanka, 
the  name  of  the  island  and  meaning  "bright"  or  "shin- 
ing". Again  the  five  may  be  an  allusion  to  the  Pancha 
Pandavar  or  five  Pandava  brothers  to  whom  mythology 
attributes  the  earliest  settlement  of  Southern  India: 
or,  finally,  and  this  theory  seems  to  me  as  probable 
as  any,  it  may  be  merely  ORNAMENTAL  and  devoid  of  any 
hidden  meaning;  it  may  mean  none  of  the  foregoing  at 
all,  nor  indeed  anything  of  special  or  hidden  import. 

No.  3 — Copper.  Weight  58  grs. 


1 - Numis.  Orien.,  pi.  vi,  figs.  6 and  7,  p.  21. 
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Obverse  and  Reverse: 


(Ed.:  The  plate  to  the  left  is 

as  illustrated  by  Rev.  Tracy  in 
his  original  article,  but  is 
obviously  the  wrong  plate.  It 
is  in  no  way  like  No.  2,  so  we 
do  not  know  which  is  correct.) 


Same  as  in  No.  2,  of  which  it  is  a half- 
size copy. 


No.  4 - Copper. 

Obverse:  Couchant  bull  to  left:  above,  the  sun  and  moon;  and 

below,  the  Tamil  letters  SETU.  Border,  of  dots  between 
double  lines.  Five  triplets  of  dots  filling  the  open 
spaces . 

Reverse:  Standing  figure,  face  to  left,  with  club  in  right  hand, 

and  lamp  in  left.  Border  as  in  obverse.  This  coin 
has  been  figured,  in  turn,  by  Princep , Rhys  Davids  and 
Sir  W.  Elliot, 2 and  being  the  best  known  of  the  series 
does  not  need  to  be  included  in  this  plate. 

No.  5 - Copper. 

Obverse  and  Reverse:  Same  as  in  No.  4.  This  coin  is  figured  by 

Rhys  Davis,  who  describes  it  as  "a  half-sized  copy  of 
the  last,  except  that  the  large  dots  in  the  circle  round 
the  edge  of  the  preceding  coin,  are  here  circles,  and 
only  three  dots  are  required  inside  the  circle  to  fill 
up  the  space  by  the  side  of  the  bull." 

No.  6 - Copper.  Weight  37  grs . 

Obverse  and  Reverse:  Same  as  in  No.  4.  This  coin  is  thinner 

than  many  of  the  same  size  in  the  series,  though  well 
preserved.  Probably  there  was  a half-sized  coin  like 
this,  also. 


No.  7 - Copper.  Weight  40  grs. 

Obverse:  Sitting  bull  to  left;  facing  it  standa  a bird,  probably 

a peacock,  as  the  Vahana  Subramamian,  son  of  Siva;  be- 
low, the  Tamil  letters  SETU,  and  above,  the  sun  and  moon. 
Border  of  dots. 

2 - See  also  Hints  to  Coin  Collectors  in  Southemlndia,  by  Captain  R.  H. 
Campbell  Tufnell,  p.  17. 
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Reverse : 


Standing  figure,  face  to  left,  with  club  and  lamp  as 
usual.  The  figure  is  peculiar  in  being  broad-waisted , 
and  showing  a belt  or  girdle  about  the  loins. 


No.  8 - Copper.  Weight  40  grs . 

Obverse:  Couchant  bull,  over  the  Tamil  letters  SETU  with  sun 

and  moon  above,  triplets  of  dots  in  open  space,  and 
border  as  in  No.  2. 

Reverse:  The  Tamil  letters  SETU  within  an  eight-pointed  star 

which  fills  the  entire  space.  The  border  is  of  dots 
between  double  lines.  This  coin  is  a rare  one,  fig- 
ured from  the  one  in  the  cabinet  of  Captain  R.  H.  C. 
Tuf nell . 


The  remaining  numbers  are  of  coins  belonging  to  the  later  series.  That 
side  of  each  coin  which  presents  the  varying  figures  is  treated  as  the 
obverse,  and  the  other  side  which  shows  the  uniform  Tamil  legend  as  the 
reverse.  The  coins  are  described  very  briefly  as  they  afford  but  lit- 
tle historical  information.  The  ingenious  suggestion  has  been  made, 
that  the  figure  of  the  obverse,  often  , if  not  always  , is  used  to  sug- 
gest the  unrecorded  name  of  the  ruling  Sethupati  of  the  time.  For 
instance,  Nos.  13,  14  and  15  would  be  coins  of  Ganapati  Sethupati  and 
No.  25  one  of  Tulsi  Raman  Sethupati,  and  so  forth.  It  is  possible 
that  such  names  may  hereafter  find  confirmation  from  lists,  grants  or 
other  records,  but  till  then  we  hesitate  to  accept  as  of  much  weight 
a theory  which  seems  more  ingenious  than  scientific. 


No.  9 - Copper.  Weight  54  grs. 


Obverse:  Siva  to  front,  on  kneeling  bull  to  left. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI  (see  Fig.  c.) 


Fig . a . 


Ho.  10  - Copper.  Weight  17grs. 

Obverse:  Man  on  horse  back:  horse  to  left. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI. 
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No.  11  - Copper.  Weight  53grs. 


Obverse:  Siva  to  front  on  peacock  to  right. 

Reverse:  SETKUPATI. 

No.  12  - Copper. 

Obverse:  Unknown  emblem  upon  peacock  to  left. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI . 

No.  13  - Copper.  Weight  58grs. 

Obverse:  Ganesha. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI. 

No.  14  - Copper. 

Obverse:  Ganesha,  variant  of  No.  13. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI. 


No.  15  - Copper. 

Obverse:  Ganesha,  another  variant  of  Ho.  13 

Reverse:  SETKUPATI. 

No.  16  - Copper.  Weight  19grs. 

Obverse:  Man  standing  with  drawn  bow  to  left. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI. 


16  17 


No.  17  - Copper.  Weight  52  grs . 

Obverse:  Man  riding  a donkey  (?). 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI. 

No.  18  - Copper.  Weight  20  grs. 

Obverse:  A scorpion. 
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No.  19  - Copper.  Weight  15  grs. 


Obverse:  Warrior  standing  in  front  of  a horse  or  sitting  bull. 


Reverse : SETKUPATI . 

No.  20  - Copper.  Weight  17.5  grs. 

Obverse:  Rose  pattern. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI. 


I 


No.  21  - Copper.  Weight  26  grs. 


No.  24  - Copper. 

Obverse:  Hanuman  to  left. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI. 

No.  25  - Copper.  Weight  20  grs. 

Obverse:  Tulsi  plant  in  pot. 

Reverse : SETHUPATI . 


I 


Obverse:  Seated  priest  with  lingatn  on  his  right. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI. 

No.  22  - Copper. 

Obverse:  Seated  figure  facing  to  right. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI. 

No.  23  - Copper. 

Obverse:  Lingam  on  an  altar. 

Reverse:  SETHUPATI. 


NOTES 


The  weights  are  always  given  in  grains.  1 grain  - .064  grammes  and 
10  grains  = .648  grammes. 


In  his  original  article  Tracy  has  reference  to  the  following  works: 

1 - Nuirismatioa  Orientalia , pl.vi.s.63.  Rhys  Davids. 

2 - Sketch  of  Pynasties  of  South  India 3 p.87.  Sewell. 

3 - Madura  Manual  III.  p.110.  Nelson. 

4 - Nwrtismatioa  Ovientalia , vi.p.63. 

5 - Princep's  Essays,  I.  p.423,  pi.  XXXV. 

6 - Num.  Oriens.  "On  the  Coins  of  Ceylon"  figs.  18,  19,  pp30-31.  R. 


Davids 
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7 - Slum..  Oriens.  pis.  ili  & iv,  figs.  132  and  174.  p.134. 

8 - Hum.  Oriens.  pi.  vi,  figs.  6 & 7,  p.21. 

9 - Hints  to  Coin  Collectors  in  Southern  India,  p.17.  R.  II.  C.  Tufnell 

ADDENDA 

The  two  photos  below  are  of  the  first  Sethupati  coin  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  collection,  supplied  by  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Charles 
Panish  and  the  ANS.  Our  grateful  thanks. 


Following  are  the  comments  of  Mr.  Panish  regarding  Sethupati  coins. 

'In  deciding  about  the  differences  between  the  Ceylon  and  the  Sethupati 
coinages,  on  the  latter  there  are  the  inscriptions  SETU  and  SETHUPATI, 
as  well  as  a difference  in  the  style  of  the  scripts. 

"The  two  series  are  also  based  on  different  weight  standards.  The 
Ceylon  massa  weighed  about  70  grains  (4.5  grams)  with  the  actual  coins 
falling  in  the  range  of  4.4  to  4.2  grams.  The  Sethupati  standard  was 
about  60  grains  (3.9  grams)  with  actual  coins  of  unit  weight  ranging 
from  3.7  to  2.9  grams  - the  lighter  weight  coins  presumably  being  the 
later  issues." 

********************************************************************** 
THE  JANUARY  & FEBRUARY  SPINK'S  NUMISMATIC  CIRCULAR 

For  those  of  you  who  do  not  regularly  see  Spink's  numismatic  Circular 3 
there  is  a lot  of  material  of  interest  in  the  January  and  February 
issues . 

January:  INDIA  - "Initial  Ahom  Coinage"  by  J.  P.  Singh  and  a review 

by  Pridmore  of  K.  N.  Sharif's  Hundred  Years  of  Ind.ian  Coinage.  Prid- 
more  points  out  that  many  of  the  main  sources  for  this  have  not  been 
used  and  that  8 pages  of  one  of  the  modern  world  coin  catalogs  (Krause- 
Mi shier?)  is  more  useful  than  the  book’s  215. 

February:  RC-MAN  - "Carausian  Rarities"  by  Shiel.  BYZANTINE  - "Ad- 
ditions to  ’Later  Palaeologan  Coinage"'  by  Bendall  and  Donald.  MEDALS 
- "Orders,  Decorations  and  Medals  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Nigeria". 
ISLAMIC  - "A  20  Para  Piece,  Egypt,  1222  A.H.  of  Mustafa  IV". 

Submitted  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 

*********************************************************************** 

BUTLERAGE 


A former  duty  on  wine  imported  into  England,  payable  to  the  king's 
butler. 
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AN  UNLISTED  VARIETY  OF  THE  1803  24  STIVERS  OF  CEYLON 


by  Robert  Stocking,  Mound  City,  Kansas , NI  # 1344 

The  Ceylon  section  of  Pridmore 's  The  Coins  of  the  British  Commonwealth 
of  Nations,  Part  2:  Asian  Territories  is  by  far  the  best  catalog  of 

the  early  dump  coins  struck  by  the  British  in  the  first  decade  of  the 
19th  century.  Although  he  does  not  attempt  to  list  all  die  varieties, 
Pridmore  does  take  care  to  carefully  describe  each  coin  he  lists  and 
makes  note  of  several  differences  in  the  arrangement  of  the  legend  , 
denomination  and  date. 

I recently  re-examined  a 24  Stivers  (Craig  31)  of  1803  which  I had 
obtained  some  time  ago  and  noticed  several  differences  between  by 
coin  and  the  catalog  description  of  Pridmore  14,  the  only  variety 
listed  for  the  1803  24  Stivers. 


The  most  obvious  difference  is  that  the  date  in  the  exergue  on  the 
obverse  is  curved  rather  than  straight.  Another  difference  is  found 
in  the  "3"  of  the  date  which  has  a curved  top  rather  than  a flat  top 
as  pictured. 

On  the  reverse  there  is  one  line  rather  than  two  under  the  "T"  of  the 
"ST"  abbreviation  for  Stiver.  Instead  of  four  dots  arranged***  before 
the  word  "Ceylon"  there  are  seven  arranged  t*J  . In  fact  the  reverse 
is  the  same  as  the  one  described  for  the  P-20  variety  of  the  issue 
of  1809. 

Pridmore  notes  that  both  round  and  flat  top  3's  can  be  found  on  the 
48  Stivers  (Craig  32)  of  the  same  series,  and  that  point  of  difference 
is  therefore  not  unexpected  in  the  24  Stivers.  However  the  curved 
date,  the  single  line  under  the  "T"  and  the  seven  dots  before  "Ceylon" 
are  not  found  on  any  of  the  1803,  1804  or  1805  issues  of  the  24  or  48 
Stivers.  Curved  dates  are  always  listed  for  the  issues  of  1808  and 
1809.  (No  coins  are  known  for  1806  or  1807.)  Seven  dots  are  usually 
found  on  the  issues  of  1808  and  1809,  and  one  or  zero  line  varieties 
as  well  as  two  line  ones  are  also  known  for  those  years. 

The  coin  weighs  4.5  grams  and  has  a diameter  of  15.5  to  16mm.,  which 
are  the  standards  given  by  Pridmore.  Under  a ten  power  lens  it  does 
not  appear  to  be  cast  or  to  be  a contemporary  forgery  of  typically 
rough  workmanship. 

Both  the  top  and  bottom  arms  of  the  l,3"  end  in  balls  , so  it  does  not 
seem  likely  that  this  coin  is  a filled-die  variety  of  an  1808  dated 
coin.  It  is  possible  that  a local  die  cutter  unfamiliar  with  European 
style  numerals  cut  the  wrong  number.  Or  perhaps  an  apprentice  die 
maker  who  cut  very  few  dies  in  1803  was  responsible  for  most  of  the 
dies  made  in  1808  and  1809. 

1 would  be  glad  to  hear  from  other  collectors  who  have  other  varieties 
of  this  series  which  are  not  listed  in  Pridmore. 

Robert  Stocking 

P.  0.  Box  209 

Mound  City,  KS  66056,  USA 


178 


The  Legend  of 
Till  Eulenspiegel 

by  Alexander  Milioh 


Once  upon  a time  there  lived  in  a small  village  in  the  Low  German  pro- 
vince of  Brunswick  a jester  named  Till  Eulenspiegel  (the  surname  "Eulen" 
meaning  "owl's"  and  "spiegel"  meaning  glass  or  mirror).  That  was  over 
600  years  ago,  in  an  era  when  a common  man  had  to  use  all  his  wits  if 
he  wanted  to  express  his  peaceful  protest  against  "the  Establishment". 
Eulenspiegel  was  such  a man.  Through  his  histronics  Till  satirised  the 
ills  of  the  contemporary  society  and  soon  became  a model  to  be  imitated, 
or  quoted  by  other  professed  makers  of  amusement  in  many  courts,  noble 
households  and  among  ordinary  people.  Most  of  the  tales  surrounding 
Till  Eulenspiegel  were  absorbed  by  the  general  folklore  of  Low  Germany, 
but  some  of  them  survived  in  printed  book  forms.  Today,  the  only  re- 
maining copy  of  his  collected  tales,  published  in  Antwerp  in  1515,  be- 
longs to  the  British  Museum  in  London.  Translations  and  various  ver- 
sions exist  in  other  languages,  with  many  authors  basing  the  heroes  of 
their  books  on  the  character  of  Till  Eulenspiegel.  Richard  Strauss  com- 
posed in  1894  a well  known  symphonic  poem,  titled  "Till  Eulenspiegel ' s 
lustrige  Streiche"  (Till  Eulenspiegel ' s merry  pranks). 

One  of  the  tales,  with  a moral  attached  ot  it,  will  be  of  interest  to 
collectors  of  paper  money,  because  a fragment  of  it  was  printed  as  a 
verse  on  a German  notgeld  note.  The  story  tells  of  a village  baker  who 
hires  Eulenspiegel  as  an  assistant.  When  the  master  absents  himself 
for  a while,  Till  uses  baker's  dough  to  make  figures  of  animals  and  bird 


Obverse  - 25  Pfennig.,  State  Bank  of  Brunswick 
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Reverse  - 25  Pfennig  _,  State  Bank  of  Brunswick 


Alas,  as  soon  as  the  baker  returns  and  discovers  the  prank,  he  promptly 
dismisses  his  new  assistant.  However,  people  who  saw  those  beautiful 
animal  figurines  rush  the  bakery,  offering  for  them  more  money  than 
they  would  have  spent  on  bread.  The  baker  realizes  his  mistake  and 
wants  Till  back  on  the  job,  but  he  was  gone.  The  master's  reprimand 
is  quoted  in  a form  of  verse  on  the  25  Pfennig  note  issued  on  1st  May 
1923  by  the  State  Bank  of  Brunswick.  Here  is  my  translation  (with 
humble  apologies  to  The  Muse,  goddess  of  poetry!): 


4 


Eulenspiegel  as  Baker 


Instead  of  making  breadrolls  in  shapes 
of  owls  and  cranes  and  all  kinds  of  apes, 
to  have  them  painted  one  could  save, 
for  the  times  are  becoming  grave. 

Now  you  must  pay  for  what  you've  been  making, 
because  the  ingredients  are  needed  for  baking. 

Perhaps  all  Till  Eulenspiegel  wanted  to  prove  - 600  years  ago,  was 
that  man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone! 

*********************************************************************** 


NEW  ISSUES  (Continued  from  page  167) : 

TURKEY  (Continued) 

Y188  50  Kurus , Steel 

Y189  1 Lira,  Steel 

Y190  2-1/2  Lira,  Steel 

Y191  5 Lira  , Steel 

* Y192  150  Lira,  Silver 

WEST  AFRICAN  STATES 

Y7  25  Francs  1980,  Aluminum-Bronze  (28.3mm)  , 2nd  FAO  Coinage 


4 
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THE  DEMISE  OF  THE  VERY  POPULAR  VENEZUELAN  5 BOLIVAR  NOTE 


by  Harold  A.  Rodriguez,  Caracas,  Venezuela,  NI  #1447 


The  reddish  pink  5 Bolivar  note  (Pick-33),  last  issued  in  1974,  is  no 
longer  the  faithful  companion  of  the  Veneuzelan  population.  With  a 
face  value  of  U.S.  $1.16,  it  was  as  popular  to  the  Venezuelans  as  is 
the  Dollar  Bill  to  the  Americans. 

Unfortunately  however,  the  Venezuelan  government,  realizing  that  the 
life  span  of  the  5 Bolivar  note  was  only  18  months,  and  the  cost  of 
printing  and  merchandising  was  high  in  comparison  to  the  face  value, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  were  printed  on  excellent  paper, 
decided  to  withdraw  same  from  circulation,  and  have  them  replaced 
with  the  cumbersome  5 Bolivar  pure  nickel  coin,  with  a diameter  of 
31mm  and  a weight  of  15  grams,  with  a calculated  life  span  of  15  years. 

This  withdrawal  was  made  in  an  orderly  and  systematic  manner,  in  such 
a way  that  the  general  public  was  unaware  of  the  elimination  of  the 
5 Bolivar  note. 
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What  actually  happened  was  that  as  these  notes  returned  to  the  Banco 
Central  of  Venezuela  (the  official  government  central  bank  and  treas- 
ury that  supervises  all  banking  operations  in  this  country),  the  re- 
turned notes  were  doomed,  being  incinerated.  Thus,  the  5 Bolivar 
nickel  coin  was  gradually  substituting  the  ever  popular  5 Bolivar  note. 

When  a bank  official  was  asked  as  to  why  the  elimination  of  the  paper 
notes,  the  answer  given  was  that  the  note  had  an  extremely  high  rate 
of  circulation,  changing  hands  continually,  as  it  was  the  most  common 
currency  (similar  to  the  U.S.  dollar  bill),  thus,  with  a higher  degree 
of  deterioration  than  the  other  Venezuelan  currency,  i.e. : 10  Boli- 

vares ; 50  Bolivares  and  the  100  Bolivares  notes. 

One  must  delve  back  to  1876  in  order  to  really  understand  the  history 
of  the  5 Bolivar. 

The  first  mintage  of  a coin  equivalent  to  5 Bolivares  was  in  1876, 
then  called  "VENEZOLANO1' . This  coin  was  minted  in  .900  silver;  37mm 
in  diameter  and  weighing  25  grams  (Y-16).  The  actual  mintage  of  the 
5 Bolivares  coinage  (Y-24) commenced  in  1879  and  lasted  until  1936. 

All  the  coins  minted  from  1879  to  1936  had  the  same  size  and  weight 
of  the  "VENEZOLANO"  and  were  struck  in  .900  silver.  These  5 Bolivares 
coins  show  on  the  obverse  the  bust  of  Simon  Bolivar,  the  father  of 
the  country  who  liberated  Venezuela  from  the  tyranny  of  Spanish  ruling, 
and  on  the  reverse  is  the  coat  of  arms  of  Venezuela. 

The  bust  of  Bolivar  was  designed  by  the  famous  French  artist,  August 
Desiree  Barre,  and  to  the  present  day  all  coinage  of  Venezuela  from 
the  25  centimos  to  the  higher  denominations  (with  the  exception  of 
the  conservation  series  of  1975)  bear  the  bust  of  Bolivar  on  the  ob- 
verse and  the  coat  of  arms  or  Venezuelan  Seal  on  the  reverse;  making 
the  collection  of  Venezuelan  coinage  one  of  the  most  prized  and  valu- 
able to  the  numismatists  in  general,  insofar  as  Lat in-American  coinage 
is  concerned. 

The  5 Bolivar  coin  was  popularly  called  "EL  FUERTE" ; derived  from  the 
Spanish  Peso  of  10  reales  (1  real  = 50  centimos.  Thus:  10  reales  = 

5 Bolivares). 

From  1936  to  1973,  when  the  first  pure  nickel  coin  was  minted  for 
circulation,  there  was  no  mintage  of  this  denomination  in  any  metal. 

In  the  interim  however,  in  1966,  the  first  5 Bolivar  note  was  printed 
by  American  Bank  Note  Co.  (USA),  and  commenced  to  circulate  in  1967. 

The  predominat  colors  of  this  note  (P-32)  were  blue  and  white,  illus- 
trating on  the  reverse  the  map  of  the  city  of  Caracas  (capital  of 
Venezuela).  On  the  obverse  a very  handsome  scene  showing  the  "CON- 
QUISTADORES”  (the  Spanish  Conquerors  when  founding  Caracas  in  1567); 
and  to  the  right,  the  ever  present  photo  of  Simon  Bolivar,  with  the 
following  legend:  CUATRICENTENARIO  DE  LA  FUNDACION  DE  CARACAS  1567- 

1967  (400  years  of  the  founding  of  Caracas).  The  circulation  of  this 
5 Bolivar  note  (P-32)  coincided  with  the  expected  celebration  of  the 
400  years  of  the  founding  of  Caracas. 

As  a sad  epilogue  to  this  note;  when  it  commenced  to  circulate  a se- 
vere earthquake  shook  Caracas  (July  29,  1967)  causing  hundreds  of 
deaths,  thousands  of  casualties  and  millions  in  damages.  Consequently 
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this  note  was  ill-fated,  due  to  this  severe  earthquake.  The  general 
public  cursed  this  note,  calling  it  a "jinxed  note".  Therefore,  it 
was  a one  year  issue,  having  fallen  in  disgrace  with  the  general  popu- 
lation, thus  saw  little  circulation. 

1968  saw  the  apparition  of  the  most  popular  5 Bolivar  note  (P-33), 
printed  by  Thomas  de  La  Rue  & Co.  (England). 

P-33:  Obverse  - Red.  Bolivar  at  left,  Francisco  de  Miranda  at 

right.  In  the  center  the  dates  of  emission,  starting 
on  09-24-68  and  terminating  on  01-29-74;  overall  eight  (8) 
emissions . 

Reverse  - To  the  left  the  Venezuelan  seal.  To  the  right  a 
fan-like  circle  with  a large  "5"  in  the  center.  In  the 
center  a beautiful  photo  of  "Panteon  Nacional"  (National 
Pantheon)  where  rests  the  remains  of  Simon  Bolivar,  the 
father  of  the  country  and  liberator  of  5 Latin  American 
countries  from  the  tyranny  of  Spain  in  1810-1830.  The 
building  is  a national  shrine. 

From  1968  to  1974  it  was  a yearly  emission,  until  the  substitution 
by  the  1973  5 Bolivar  nickel  coin  (Y-44) , which  was  replaced  by  the 
new  5 Bolivar  nickel  coin  dated  1977.  The  1977  coins  had  the  same 
obverse  but  had  a modified  reverse,  but  still  bearing  the  Venezuelan 
Seal  as  shown  on  the  1876  "VEHEZOLANO". 

With  the  circulation  of  the  1973  5 Bolivar  coin  came  the  gradual  de- 
mise of  what  was  a close  companion  to  the  wallets  and  purses  of  the 
Venezuelan  population,  mainly  the  5 Bolivar  note  (P-33) . Since  1978 
none  can  be  found  either  in  circulation  nor  at  the  banks;  only  what 
dealers  have,  and  what  can  be  found  in  collections. 

Will  the  same  thing  happen  to  the  American  Dollar  Bill? 


THE  REMARKABLE  COINS  OF  TIPU  SULTAN 

by  David  G.  Briggs,  Meredith,  New  Hampshire , NI  i‘1444 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  individual  coinages  in  the  history  of  India 
was  that  of  Tipu  Sultan  of  Mysore.  Although  he  reigned  only  seventeen 
years  (1782-1799),  his  coinage  was  issued  in  gold,  silver  and  copper 
from  some  twelve  mints:  Seringapatam , Bednur , Bangalore,  Gooty, 

Chitaldrug , Calicut,  Feroke,  Satyamangalam , Dindigul  , Gurramkonda, 
Dharwar  and  Mysore.  He  established  his  own  calendar  era  ("Mauludi") 
dating  from  the  birth  rather  than  the  flight  of  the  Prophet,  and  re- 
versed the  previously  standard  lef t-to-right  order  in  which  date 
numerals  appeared  on  his  coins.  He  gave  a whole  new  set  of  poetic 
names  to  his  coin  denominations  (e.g.,  he  called  the  paisa  Zohra,  the 
Persian  name  for  Venus,  and  the  half  paisa  Bahram  or  Mars).  He  intro- 
duced a new  system  of  milling  on  his  gold  and  silver  coins  similar  to 
that  on  some  French  coins.  And  the  design  of  most  of  his  coins  dis- 
plays a highly  developed  calligraphic  artistry.  Yet  he  never  recorded 
his  own  name  on  any  of  his  coins . 
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"THE  MAFEKING  SIEGE  BANKNOTES"  - Revisited 


by  David  Lott , Ganges , British  Columbia,  Canada,  NI  # 1561 

By  coincidence,  I had  just  read  Mr.  J.  P.  Ineson’s  article  on  Maf eking 
siege  banknotes  (NI  BULLETIN , July  1979,  pp213-223)  when  I saw  in  a 
news  item  that  the  Town  of  Mafeking  is  to  be  ceded  to  the  "independent" 
Black  Homeland  of  Bophuatswana  over  the  vigorous  protests  of  white 
farmers  and  residents. 

Pictured  below  is  the  original  "wolf"  gun,  portrayed  on  the  one  pound 
and  10/-  siege  notes  by  Col.  Baden-Powell , "the  wolf  who  never  sleeps" 

- hence  the  name. 


“Tin:  wolf”;  Tin-:  little  howitzer  made:  in  maff.king. 


This  gun  (a  4-1/2"  howitzer)  was  made  by  Major  Panzera  from  a drain 
pipe,  and  fired  round  cannon-balls  which,  according  to  one  contemporary 
source  "skipped  over  the  veldt  towards  the  Boers,  who  did  not  at  all 
appreciate  the  attention". 


MAKING  GUNPOWDER  IN  MAFEKING. 
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The  garrison  and  townspeople  of  Mafeking  exhibited  ingenuity  and  versa- 
tility scarcely  inferior  to  that  of  Colonel  Baden-Powell  himself.  They 
made  their  own  shells,  their  own  powder,  to  operate  their  homemade 
cannon . 


********************************************************************** 

RECENT  INDIAN  NUMISMATIC  PUBLICATIONS 

by  David  G.  Briggs , Meredith , N.H. , NI  # 1444 

(This  continues  from  the  February  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  the  brief 
notices  of  publications  appearing  in  India  and  Sri  Lanka  of  interest 
to  numismatists  specializing  in  coins  of  South  Asia.  The  information 
is  derived  from  Library  of  Congress  [LOC]  acquisition  lists.) 

The  Numismatic  Society  of  Bombay  publishes  a semi-annual  ''Numismatic 
Digest"  in  English.  The  first  volume  was  dated  June  1977,  and  a Vol. 

2,  Part  I (1978)  has  also  appeared.  It  is  priced  at  Rs . 30  ($7.50 
U.S.).  The  address  of  the  Society  is  317  Neelam,  108  Worli  Sea  Face 
Road,  Bombay  - 400018. 

Another  comparatively  new  publication  to  appear  on  the  LOC  list  is 
"The  Journal  of  the  Academy  of  Indian  Numismatics  and  Sigillography” 
issued  annually  in  English  by  the  Academy  (Vol.  I = 1977)  from  its 
address  at  115  Kailash  Park,  Manormaganj , Indore  - 452001.  The  con- 
tents are  reported  to  be  "chiefly  about  Madhya  Pradesh".  No  price 
is  mentioned. 

Coins  and  inscriptions  have  provided  the  resources  for  a study  of 
Indian  history  from  the  3rd  to  5th  centuries  in  a new  book  entitled 
Cultural  History  of  the  Gupta  Period  : based  on  epigraphic  and  numis- 
matic records , by  Haldhar  Pathak,  published  by  Bharatiya  Publishing 
House,  Delhi.  It  has  316  pages  of  text,  12  plates,  a bibliography 
and  an  index.  The  price  is  Rs.  150. 

For  more  recent  history,  a new  edition  has  been  issued  of  the  long 
out-of-print  The  Native  States  of  India , by  Sir  William  Lee-Warner. 
First  published  in  1894  under  the  title  The  Protected  Princes  of  India , 
it  is  now  reprinted  by  Tulsi , Delhi:  425  pages,  map,  index,  Rs . 95. 

And  for  those  who  can  read  Kindi,  Ancient  Mints  of  India,  by  Bhagawan 
Dev  (Swami  Omanand  Saraswati) , has  been  published  in  that  language  by 
the  Harayana  Prantiya  Puratattra  Sangrahalaya , Gurukula  Jhajjara: 

112  pages,  25  plates,  R.s.  200. 


Also  pictured  here  is  a prisoner- 
of-war  note  for  fifty  cents  used 
in  the  P.O.W.  camp  at  Diyatalawa 
Camp,  Ceylon. 


. Cvrrcat  onJjr  mtbui  ibt  Pr:aom»r<  £t'-lo#urr  acd 
paj-abl*  at  OtA***  of  th«  Offr^r  !r.  of 

Pn>'JDCT*  cl  Dijr»*;.-\va.  . . 


Perhaps  Mr.  Ineson,  or  someone 
else,  could  furnish  some  inform- 
ation on  this  and  other  P.  0.  W. 
notes . 
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1980  COINS  OF  THE  NETHERLANDS 


by  Peter  Kraneveld , Zoetermeer , The  Netherlands  3 NI  if  11 31 

All  Dutch  coins  (and  a number  of  tokens)  struck  after  the  defeat  of 
Napoleon  have  a mintmark  and  a mintmaster  mark.  Since  Napoleon,  Dutch 
coins  were  struck  in  Brussels,  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco  and  Denver 
carrying  the  mintmarks  B,  P,  S and  D,  but  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  coins  have  the  caduceus  of  the  State  Mint  in  Utrecht. 

A number  of  mintmaster  marks  have  been  in  use,  like  a torch,  a sword, 
an  ax,  grapes,  a fish  and,  most  recently,  a cock.  Some  of  these 
marks  are  connected  to  the  name  of  the  mintmaster.  Thus  , the  fish  is 
the  sign  of  Dr.  J.  W.  A.  van  Hengel,  whose  name  means  angling-rod. 

The  red  cock  is  a Dutch  expression  for  fire  and  the  first  part  of  the 
name  of  Dr.  Ir.  M.  van  den  Brandhof  is  the  Dutch  word  for  fire. 

Another  venerable  tradition  is  that  when  there  is  no  mintmaster  in 
office,  the  acting  mintmaster  goes  on  using  the  mark  of  the  last 
chief  of  the  mint  with  a small  change.  This  device  was  last  used 
from  April  to  September  1909  when  Mr.  G.  Blom  added  a star  to  the 
halberd  used  by  H.  L.  A.  van  den  Wall  Bake. 

On  January  1,  1980  mintmaster  van  den  Brandhof  retired.  Kis  deputy 
mintmaster,  Dr.  B.  C.  H.  J.  Smit,  had  to  take  immediate  responsibility 
for  the  1980  dies  and  started  using  a cock  and  star  on  them. 

Normally,  this  would  have  gone  on  until  a new  mintmaster  was  appointed, 
who  would  then  choose  a new  sign.  However,  suddenly  and  unexpectedly, 
Queen  Juliana  announced  her  abdication  as  of  April  30th,  1980.  This 
would  mean  that  new  dies  would  be  needed  with  the  portrait  of  her 
successor,  Beatrix.  Designing  such  new  dies  takes  much  time.  Again, 
normally,  coins  would  be  struck  from  old  dies  in  such  a way  that  they 
cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  coins  struck  before  the  succession. 
Thus,  in  1948  only  37.4  million  cents  were  struck,  but  while  Queen 
Wilhelmina  abdicated  on  September  4,  1948  coins  with  her  portrait  and 
the  same  date  were  struck  in  1949  (93  million)  and  1950  (44.6  million). 
In  1950  the  new  dies  were  ready  and  46.4  million  cents  were  struck 
with  them  and  dated  1950.  This  means,  that  coins  dated  1980  will  be 
struck  until  the  new  designs  are  ready  for  use.  However,  this  is 
where  two  traditions  get  each  other  into  problems:  a new  mintmaster 

cannot  be  appointed  before  the  succession,  so  afterwards  either  a new 
mintmaster  cannot  be  allowed  to  start  using  his  own  mintmark,  or  he 
cannot  be  appointed.  It  might  be  unconstitutional  to  strike  coins 
with  the  portrait  of  the  previous  monarch  if  it  can  clearly  be  seen 
that  they  are  struck  under  the  present  Queen. 

One  way  out  of  the  problem  seems  a "secret  mark",  a very  small  differ- 
ence, meant  for  administrative  purposes  only,  that  will  allow  insiders 
to  distinguish  between  the  coins  struck  by  the  acting  mintmaster  and 
the  new  mintmaster,  while  both  use  the  present  mintmaster  mark  of  the 
cock  and  star. 

Also,  just  recently  announced,  there  will  be  commemorative  1 and  2-1/2 
Guilder  pieces  struck  bearing  the  heads  of  Queen  Beatrix  and  Princess 
Juliana  for  emission  after  the  abdication  which  occurred  on  April  30th. 
Of  both  types  30  million  strikes  will  be  minted,  some  of  which  will 
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be  included  in  Mint  Sets.  This  is  the  first  coin  in  the  history  of 
The  Netherlands  to  bear  two  faces  on  the  same  side.  The  coin  was  de- 
signed by  Mrs.  C.  E.  Bruyn-van  Rood.  Mrs.  van  Rood  was  born  on  June 
1913  in  Maastricht.  Ker  husband,  a known  sculptor,  was  shot  by 
the  Germans  in  1944.  She  is  now  married  to  painter  J.  Bruyn.  Mrs. 
Bruyn  is  known  for  her  garden  sculptures  and  portraits  of,  among 
others,  Queen  Juliana.  She  designed  a number  of  medals  and  the  10 
Gulden  1973  silver  jubilee  commemorative. 

The  photo  below  is  of  an  officially  approved  galvano,  without  text, 
which  will  be  added  in  a later  stage.  The  new  coins  will  become 


available  in  July,  thanks  to  an  extraordinary  effort  of  mint  personnel. 
The  text  on  the  obverse  will  be:  BEATRIX  KONINGIN  DER  NEDERLANDED  30 

APRIL  1980.  The  reverse  will  show  the  state  arms,  date,  mintmark 
(caduceus)  and  mintmastermark  (cock  and  star)  , value  and  the  text 
NEDERLAND.  The  coins  will  otherwise  be  similar  to  the  current  issues. 

************************************* ************************* ******** 

NEW  MB4BERS  NEEDED:  NI  is  always  seeking  persons  interested  in  world 

numismatics.  Recruiting  materials  are  available  from  Dallas  to  aid  you 
in  signing  up  new  members.  The  more  members  we  have  in  the  organization, 
the  less  the  per  member  annual  cost  to  run  things.  Why  not  write  today 
for  applications  blanks  and  other  recruiting  materials  and  sign  up  a 
friend  in  NI?  You  will  be  doing  NI  and  your  friend  both  a great  favor. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

GREEK  COIN  TYPES  AND  THEIR  IDENTIFICATION.  R.  Plant.  1979.  Seaby, 
Ltd.  Hard  cover.  140pp,  7''  x 9-1/2".  Drawings  of  274  coins  obv./rev. 
with  varieties.  18pp  Introduction,  27pp  indices.  Glossary  of  terms. 
Names  of  deities,  etc.  Conversion  tables.  £10  or  $25.  Available 
from  Seaby's,  Numismatic  Fine  Arts,  Whitman  Publishing  and  others. 

Plant  has  done  here,  on  an  abbreviated  scale,  what  Anson  tried  to  do 
in  12  volumes  early  in  this  century.  This  book  is  more  effective  in 
that  the  drawings  show  the  essential  details  more  clearly  than  photos. 

The  introduction  contains  the  Greek  alphabet  and  the  letter-numeral 
equivalents.  Another  is  the  Latin  imperial  names  and  their  Greek 
equivalents  and  titled  abbreviations  found  on  the  imperial  Hellenistic 
coinages.  There  is  also  a list  of  the  Latin  abbreviations  of  areas 
and  privileged  towns.  There  is  also  a list  of  the  Greek  monetary  de- 
nominations, the  weights  of  the  various  standards,  together  with  the 
dots  or  symbols  which  represent  the  Italian  and  Sicilian  units. 

There  is  a threefold  division  of  the  types  by  their  main  groupings. 

Thus  for  A.  Human  Figures;  a)  3 characters,  b)  2,  c)  1.  c)  is  further 
divided  into  the  figures  themselves,  usually  deities,  with  a further 
sixfold  division  of  parts  or  particular  arrangements,  as  crawling,  etc. 
B.  consists  of  animals,  birds,  fish  and  plants,  animals  forming  the 
largest.  C.  is  15  groupings  of  inaminate  objects  and  one  miscellania. 

The  text  contains  the  descriptions  of  the  2748  coin  types  described. 

It  consists  of  the  name,  date,  reverse  description  and  obverse.  This 
last  is  the  brief  formal  description,  i.e.  radiate  bust. 

Below  are  two  illustrations  of  the  drawings  listed  under  horseman. 


No.  1168:  Lycia  CYANEAE  AD  238-44.  No.  1176:  Hispania  Ulterior. 

Rev.  helmeted  horseman  with  spear.  ITUCI  2nd  to  1st  c.  B.C. 

Obv.  Tranquillina  and.  crescent.  Obv.  horseman  with  round  shield. 

Rev.  two  ears  of  com  (wheat).  AE. 

At  the  conclusion  is  a brief  account  of  the  more  common  dieties  and 
heroes,  a glossary  of  select  terms  as  e.g.  biga,  pileus,  tyche,  etc. 

Cities  are  listed  in  alphabetical  order,  their  country  and  the  various 
of  their  coins  illustrated  in  the  plates. 

For  quick  identification  of  the  more  common  types  of  all  Greek  coins, 
other  than  the  Indo-Greek,  this  book  is  an  invaluable  reference  for  a 
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beginner  collector,  or  for  a general  dealer  to  whom  Greek  type  coins 
sometimes  come.  I wish  it  had  been  available  30  years  ago  when  Greek 
small  bronzes  were  common  and  inexpensive.  Anson's  work  was  too  large 
and  lengthy  to  anyone  who  was  not  already  fairly  well  acquainted  with 
the  Greek  character  coinage.  So  often  the  imperial  bronzes  are  worn 
and  battered  - after  all  they  formed  the  currency  in  general  use,  and 
many  cities  which  had  the  right  to  mint  were  permitted  only  to  strike 
bronze.  It  is  also  a very  useful  tool  for  general  identification 
before  reference  to  the  correct  specialized  volume,  i.e.oneof  the 
28  volumes  in  the  British  Museum  series. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  BRITISH  COINS  VOLUME  I,  17th  EDITION,  COINS  OF 
ENGLAND  AND  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM.  Seaby.  1979.  Hardback  (5-1/2"  x 
8-1/2").  303pp  text,  7pp  appendices,  i)  Bibliography,  ii)  Latin  leg- 

ends, iii)  Mintmarks,  iv)  Numismatic  societies.  16pp  introduction 
which  includes  use  of  the  catalogue,  beginners  guide,  coin  demonimations , 
numismatic  terms,  grading,  map  of  mints.  The  book  covers  Celtic  coins, 
Roman  Britain,  Anglo-Saxon,  William  I through  decimal  coinage. 

This  volume  follows  the  style  and  set  up  of  the  other  books  of  this 
type  which  Seaby 's  has  published.  The  illustrations  are  clear  as  it 
is  good,  heavy  paper.  According  to  the  period,  values  are  listed 
under  F,  VF  or  VF  to  EF  while  the  most  recent  are  EF  and  FDC  or  UNC. 

The  prices  given  presumably  are  for  selling,  not  buying.  They  must 
also  be  at  least  a year  out  of  date  at  the  time  of  writing  this  review. 

I have  never  had  a particularly  high  regard  for  price  catalogues  as 
they  are  confusing  to  young  collectors  and  beginners.  Perhaps  their 
main  value  lies  in  the  degree  of  commonness  or  rarity  of  one  type  of 
coin  to  another.  Even  in  normal  times  there  is  a degree  of  price 
fluctuation,  but  with  the  violently  unsteady  prices  of  gold  and  silver 
these  past  months  and  the  heavy  inflation  in  Great  Britian  and  the 
United  States,  many  figures  will  have  little  real  meaning. 

For  the  dealer,  or  for  the  collector  of  British  and  United  Kingdom 
coins,  it  is  a valuable  tool  and  an  excellent  reference  book. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


GREEK  COINS  AND  THEIR  VALUES , by  David  R.  Sear.  Vol.  2 Asia  and  N. 
Africa.  Hardback  (5-1/2"  x 8-1/2").  440pp  text,  11  maps,  48pp  intro- 

duction. The  volume  begins  with  p.317,  where  volume  I leaves  off.  It 
includes  I.  Asia  Minor,  a)  Archai  , b)  Classical  and  Hellenistic;  II. 
The  East  - Syria  through  Persia  and  Arachosia;  III.  Egypt  and  North 
Africa;  IV.  The  Hellenistic  Monarchies  - from  Macedonia  through  Bactria 
and  the  Indo-Greeks . The  book  is  another  Seaby  publication  and  the 
invariably  excellent  photos  by  Frank  Purvey.  In  the  United  States  it 
is  distributed  by  Numismatic  Fine  Arts  and  Whitman  Publishing.  £14 
or  $35.00.  In  these  days  of  costly  books  this  is  a very  good  value  for 
the  money. 
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This  reference  follows  the  same  style  and  standard  of  Seaby's  other 
such  publications.  In  many  ways  it  is  of  more  value  - as  a catalogue 
- than  Volume  I because  it  covers  all  the  less  common  areas  of  Greek/ 
Hellenistic  coinages  for  which  there  is  relatively  little  literature, 
or  what  there  is  being  rare  or  out  of  print,  and  expensive.  There 
are  5-8  coins  illustrated  per  page. 

The  introduction  contains  highly  valuable  information  for  the  early 
collector  or  the  general  dealer.  Even  for  the  more  specialized,  it 
will  be  a useful  quick  reference  before  going  to  the  specialized  cata- 
logues . 

Contents  include  a)  Greek  history  and  the  development  of  coins,  b) 
coin  types,  c)  Principal  Deities,  d)  weight  standards  and  denominations , 
e)  dating,  f)  reference  books,  g)  ancient  alphabets  (particularly 
helpful),  h)  glossary  and  conversion  tables.  As  with  the  other  vol- 
umes of  these  books,  it  is  essential  to  remember  the  tremendous 
fluctuations  in  prices,  partly  from  the  question  of  quality  in  rela- 
tion to  supply  and  demand,  partly  by  reason  of  heavy  inflation  and  the 
variations  in  the  prices  of  gold  and  silver.  Prices  are  affected  in 
a greater  or  lesser  degree,  regardless  of  the  quantity  of  precious 
metal  in  a specific  coin. 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


REM  IKS  AUSTRALIAN  COIN  AND  BANKNOTE  GUIDE , 12th  Edition 3 by  Dion  H. 
Skinner.  280pp,  ill.,  7"  x 10"  glossy  paper,  stiff  paper  cover. 
Available  from  Skinner  & Warnes , 59  Shefield  St.,  Malvern,  South 
Australia,  5061  Australia,  $11 . 95  Australian  plus  $3.50  Australian 
seamail  postage. 

This  standard  reference  for  more  than  a decade  was  released  in  late 
April  1980.  Australia's  gold,  silver  and  base  metal  coins  are  cata- 
logued in  the  first  part  of  the  guide.  Gold  coins  are  priced  in  3 
conditions  (F  to  EF) ; other  coins  are  priced  in  5 conditions  (VG  to 
UNC).  For  each  type  coin  there  is  included  a clear  photo  of  both 
sides  and  data  on  edge,  weight,  size,  metallic  composition,  legend  and 
designer.  Mintage  figures  are  given.  Enlarged  photos  of  many  die 
varieties  and  those  showing  the  location  of  mint  marks  are  included. 
Proof  sets  and  proof  singles  and  patterns  are  listed  and  evaluated  in 
a separate  section.  A 2-page  listing  of  the  1919-1921  square  penny 
and  half  penny  trial  patterns  include  for  each  type  pattern:  a photo, 

weight,  size  composition,  rarity  and  valuation. 

New  features  of  this  edition  include  an  illustrated  section  on  grading 
and  a guide  chart  of  the  approximate  silver  value  contained  in  each 
denomination  for  silver  bullion  at  $15  to  $50  per  troy  ounce.  Prices 
for  many  coins  in  EF  and  UNC  are  considerably  higher  than  in  the  pre- 
vious edition  due  to  their  scarcity  and  great  demand. 

Australian  government  issue  banknotes  (1910-1979)  are  catalogued  by  the 
author  and  Michael  P.  Vort-Ronald  in  the  second  part  of  this  guide. 

A photo  is  included  for  both  sides  of  each  type  note  and  valuations 
are  given  for  4 conditions  of  preservation  (F  to  UNC)  for  each 
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signature  combination  and  any  varieties.  In  addition  the  size,  color 
and  a short  explanatory  text  are  included  for  each  type  note.  New 
features  for  this  edition  include  a signature  identification  chart 
and  a grading  chart  based  on  a percentage  rating  for  each  condition 
of  preservation. 

Australian  and  New  Zealand  tokens  are  catalogued  in  the  last  part  of 
this  guide  by  the  author,  assisted  by  Graham  Parry.  The  tokens  have 
been  renumbered  and  many  new  illustrations  are  given.  Tokens  are 
listed  alphabetically  by  issuer  with  a clear  photo  of  both  sides  in 
addition  to  the  size,  denomination,  valuation  in  3 conditions  (VG  to 
EF)  and  the  rarity  based  on  a rarity  scale  of  from  1 to  10.  Die 
varieties  are  listed,  described  and  priced  separately. 

An  Australian  Coin  Dealers  Directory  appears  on  the  inside  back  cover. 

This  catalogue  is  very  reflective  of  the  present  Australian  market  for 
coins,  banknotes  and  tokens  and  is  recommended  to  dealer  and  collectors. 

Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 

******  *********************************************************  ******* 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 

(Only  coins  grading  FINE  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION . Members  desiring  to  borrow 
coins  from  the  collection  for  research  purposes , lecture  use , non- 
competitive displays,  or  any  other  reason,  mag  do  so  by  paying  postage 
and  insurance  both  directions.) 


(Coins  in  the  collection  which  are  UNCIRCULATED  are  underlined. ) 

MEXICO  (Continued  from  last  month):  KM440  - 1963 , 1964 , 1965 , 1966 , 

1967,  1970;  KM441  - 1971,  1973,  1974;  KM443  - 1950,  1951,  1952; 

KM444  - 1964;  KM445  - 1907  curved  7;  KM448  - 1935;  KM450  - 1956, 
1959;  KM451  - 1966,  1967,  1968,  1969;  KM452  - 1970,  1971;  KM455  - 
1924,  1927,  1932,  1945;  KM456  - 1947;  KM459  - 1959,  1960,  1962, 

1963,  1964,  1965,  1966,  1967;  KM460  - 1970,  1971,  1972;  KM462  - 

1921;  KM465  - 1947,  1948;  KM466  - 1950;  KM467  - 1952,  1953; 

KM468  - 1953;  KM469  - 1955,  1956,  1957;  KM471  - 1959;  KM472  - 
1972,  1973,  1974,  1976  small  date,  1977;  KM474  - 1956;  KM476  - 
1960;  KM479.1  - 1968;  KM480  - 1972. 

MEXICO/REVOLUTIONARY:  KM613  - 1915;  KM632  - 1914;  KM740  - 1915. 

MONACO:  Y8  - (1945a);  Y20  - 1962a;  Y21  - 1962a. 

MONGOLIA:  Y13  - (1937);  Y16  - (1945);  Y17  - (1945);  Y20  (1945);  Y22  - 

1959;  Y23  - 1959;  Y24  - 1959. 

MOROCCO:  Y4  - 1299;  Y17  - 1320bh,  1321bh;  Y34  - (1921);  Y35  - ND(Pa); 

Y36  - ND(Pa)  , ND(Py) ; Y43  - 1365(a);  Y44  - 1366(a);  Y46  - 1370; 
Y47  - 1370;  Y48  - 1370;  Y49  - 1371;  Y50  - 1371;  Y52  - 1372;  Y54  - 
1376;  Y56  - 1965,  1968,  1969. 

MOZAMBIQUE:  Y4  - 1936;  Y6  - 1935;  Yll  - 1942;  Y12  - 1941;  Y13  - 1945; 

Y14  - 1945  - Y18  - 1957;  Y24  - 1960,  1961;  Y25  - 1961. 


191 


MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

NI  SYMBOLS,  P.  0.  Box  30013,  Pallas,  TX  75230:  A search  has  been 

undertaken  to  find  a sybolic  design  for  NI  to  use  on  medallic  awards, 
ribbons,  etc.  The  Board  of  Governors  urge  participation  by  all  mem- 
bers by  submitting  recommendation  in  the  form  of  sketches,  photos, 
or  explanation  of  an  idea.  Recommendation  should  be  received  by 
September  1,  1980.  Due  recognition  will  be  accorded  the  member  sub- 
mitting the  symbolic  design  selected  by  the  NI  Board  of  Governors. 

A1  Gammon,  P.  0.  Box  1343,  Sun  City,  A Z 85372:  WANTED  - following 

British  Half  Penny  Tokens: 

London,  England-Middlesex  Political  & Social  Series  Slave  Token. 
Female  negro  in  chains.  Any  variety.  D & H 1037  to  1040,  pl95. 

Rev.  - Joined  hands. 

As  above  but  different  reverse  - Middlesex  Political  & Social 
Series,  D & H 233  to  238,  any  variety.  Reverse:  "Whatsoever  ye 

would  that  men  should  do  unto  you  ye  even  so  to  them". 

Middlesex  D & H 120,  pl05.  Obv.  "Chesterton  near  Cambridge".  Has 
portrait  of  a church  with  a spire.  D & H doe  not  show  reverse. 

Leo  Mix,  Box  825,  Palatine,  IL  60067:  Will  send  my  trade  list  of 

3000  different  coins  in  exchange  for  your  trade  list. 

Frank  M.  Furey , P.  0.  Box  12,  Sea  Isle  City,  N.J.  08243:  WANTED  - 

Great  Britain  Farthings  1844-1859;  3 Pence  1842-1846;  6 Pence  1854- 
1893;  Groats  1851-1852-1853;  Florins  1851-1852-1863.  Buy  or  trade 
Queen  Victoria  coins. 

Bruce  W.  Smith,  Box  7201,  Ft.  Wayne,  IN  46807:  ALUMINUM  COINS  WANTED! 

Will  buy  or  trade  for  the  following  aluminum  type  coins  wanted  for  my 
collection  in  XF  or  better,  no  corrosion:  Poland  Y41a;  Portuguese 

Guinea  Y12;  Reunion  Y3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8a;  Rwanda  Y5,  6,  8;  St.  Thomas 
& Prince  Y15a;  San  Marino  Y51,  52,  53,  54;  Senegal  tokens;  Somalia 
10  cents  FAO ; Spain  Y126;  Spanish  Civil  War  - any  aluminum  issues; 
Turkey  Y117b,  111c,  112c;  Uruguay  Y29a;  North  Vietnam  Y2a;  Yemen  Y33; 
Yemen  Democratic  Republic  Y3,  4;  Greenland  Y1 , 2,  3,  4. 

Ingeborg  Hoffman,  P.  0.  Box  CC,  Hillsboro,  N.H.  03244:  WANTED  - Ro- 

mania Y6  1876,  Y9  1873-1876,  Y14  1881,  Y20  1884-85,  all  EF-UNC;  Russia 
Y23  1859-1885,  Y44  1886-1894,  both  EF-UNC;  Sarawak  Y5  1896H,  Y6  1870 
& 1896H , Y7  1882, 1884, 1886, 1889, 1891, 1891H,  Y8  1893  & 1897,  Y9  1915, 

Y16  1920H  CuNi  & 1927H  CuNi , Y17  1920H  CuNi  & 1927H  CuNi,  Yll  1913H  & 
1915K , Y20  1920H,  all  EF-UNC;  Sweden  Y22a  1877-89,  Y29  1890-94. 

Serge  Huard,  C.P.  402,  Pointe-aux-trembles , Quebec,  Canada,  H1B  5K3: 
WANTED:  Pieforts  issued  by  France  and  its  former  colonies;  Belize 

gold  coins  in  Matte  Uncirculated,  Brilliant  Unciculated  & Proof;  Cook 
Islands,  1974,  $100  Uncirculated  and  Proof  gold  coins;  Jamaica,  1978 
& 1979,  $25  (silver),  $100  (gold)  & $250  (gold)  Proof  coins;  Rhodesia 
1966  gold  coins  (I  am  also  interested  by  all  the  other  Rhodesian  Un- 
circulated & Proof  coins  and  by  the  Rhodesian  banknotes)  ; Hutt  River 
Province  Proof  coinage.  Please  send  me  a list  of  what  you  have  and 
let  me  know  the  price  you  are  asking.  All  letters  answered. 
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